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RARS NEWS 100 MONTHS OLD 


RARS News, with this February 
1978 issue, is 100 months old. 

It's a good time to consider 
what we are about. 

The club has done much. We are 
coming up on our sixth annual ham- 


fest in April. Members monthly 


conduct free message relay activities 
for t..e public at Crabtree Valley 
Mall and North Hills Mall in Raleigh. 
Special projects have included: 
== a mobile station aboard a rail- 
road steam engine. 
-- a commemorative station at Kitty 
Hawk in honor of the birth of 
manned flight. 


-- sending Christmas messages to 


LSS UE, “LOO 


povernors of other states from 
the governor of North Carolina. 

-- providing communication for a 

statewide Christmas tree light- 
ing ceremony by Gov. Bob Scott. 

RARS has conducted novice classes 
to enable newcomers to get their FCC 
licenses. The club has also conducted 
upgrading classes to enable members to 
acquire higher class licenses. 

RARS established a two meter re- 
peater, WR4ACF. Club members de- 
signed and constructed a second gene- 
ration repeater. 

Some of our members along the way 


became Silent Keys, among them former 


Raleigh Mayor Jim Reid. 
RARS members of today have many 


miles to go and many things to do be- 


fore they sleep. 
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The best is yet to come for our 
club. We have many good people with 
many good ideas. All it takes to 
make RARS better every year is for 
members to say "I will" when asked 
to take a more active part in the 
greatest hobby in the world. 

Will you? 


C. T. West, WD4HSI 
Editor 


HELP FROM RARS MEMBERS "MAKES 
THE SUN RISE, EVEN THROUGH 
CLOUDS" 
~ by 
Jesse Hodges, W4JG 


Our senior club member Ross Rey- 
nolds, W4BRT, has periodically ex- 
perienced problems with his rig. 

Ross, as some know, is bothered by 
a few physical difficulties and cannot 
do any service work. 

His son Ross, Jr., K3USQ, and 
friends "G.E. Hotline" on 3840 kHz 
have sent words of appreciation and 
gratitude to RARS. This because of 
the efforts of Lynn Pendleton, K4NYV; 
Jim Peeler, WA4YOM; Bob Corns, K4MC; 


and several other members. 


Keeping "Dad," W4BRT, in touch 


_ with his son and friends on their 


morning schedule makes the sun rise, 


even through clouds. 


(Ed. note: Jesse is too modest. to 
say he is included among the “other 


members" who keep Ross's rig going.) 


RON OATES RECEIVES 5BWAS PLAQUE 


Ron Oates, AA4VK (ex-WA4JWT) 
told RARS News he has received a 
plaque from American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) for working all states 
on five bands (5BWAS). 

RARS members join in congratu- 
lating Ron on his accomplishment. 

And in asking, "How did he do 
that?" 
With much energy and 


(Answer: 


enthusiasm. ) 


# SHARE YOUR 
GOOD HEALTH 


+ 


BE A BLOOD DONOR 


an extraordinary 
_ | combination of 
| digitally synthesize 


receivers... 


Gach with bulit-in capacity to satisfy 
a broad spectrum of singular applications. 


ITT Mackay Marine 3020A and 3021A Radio Receivers + ITT Mackay Marine 

. feature solid state construction, dual conversion and i lbaerbslepene ia Sales Manager 
super-heterodyne design providing continuous frequency. Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

coverage from 15kHz to 29.9999MHz. Frequency selec- Please send complete FREE information on the 


tion is accomplished by step tuning, while the 3021A exciting new: 


~ Receiver uses sweep tuning. These receivers meet strict C1 3020A Step Tuning Receiver 
é Le . C1 3021A Sweep TuningReceiver 
requirements of British MPT, German FTZ, Norwegian 
NTA,*Dutch and Spanish PTT and Canadian DOC, and NAME ———--——_____ TITLE _ 
can be used wherever maximum reliability and ease of COMPANY ——WW___ 
maintenance are required. F ADDRESS 
Write or call Ed Engebretson, General Sales Manager C!TY ______ STATE _______IP 


today for complete information on these two quality, COUNTRY — 7 2 ee 
high performance receivers. Comanaecosaale ee 


‘TT Mackay Marine, 2912 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, 


North. Carolina 27611. Telephone: (919) 828-4441. gy : 
| iW : 7 Mackay Marine 


SWAP SHOP 


FOR SALE: NC-300 with 50/144/220 mc 
converters and speaker -- $100. 
Gonsett Communicator IV -- $40 
Heath DX-35 -- $20 
Bob Corns, K4MC. 828-6005 
FOR SALE: HT-37 Hallicrafter trans- 


mitter, 80-10 meters, 100 watts, 


SSB, CW, AM. Super novice rig. 
$100 firm. Lynn Pendleton, K4NYV. 
787-2039 

FOR SALE: Two Collins 180S-1 


antenna tuners. One KW rating, 


vacuum variable capacitors. Ask 


$125 each. Art Stratemeyer, 
WBL4ZKG. 876-1968 
FOR SALE: Ham II control box with 


CDR rotator, good condition. $75. 
Triband three element beam, MK-3 
HyGain. $75. 
821-7373 day, 872-6306 


Louis Alexander, 
K4BYN. 
night. 


(Ed. note: The Swap Shop is con- 

ducted for the convenience of RARS 
members and friends. It is a free 
service. Please send your items to 


Swap Shop, care of the editor. 


WHAT ELSE YOU GOT TO SELL? 


DECEMBER GOOD MONTH ON 
CW NETS 
By 


Bob Corns, K4MC 


December was a big month for traf- 


fic on all nets. The CW net was no 
exception ani tie totals show the 
activity. Operators handled 595 mes- 
sages in 442 check-ins. 

A good place to keep up a speaking 


acquaintance with the code is the 


late session of the CW Carolina Net 


Slim Jim Meat Snacks 


ALITTLE LESS THAN A MEAL. 
A LITTLE MORE THAN A SNACK. 


(CN). This net is active for about 
15 or 20 minutes each night at a code 
speed of about 12 wpm. Anyone may 
check in any night tuat is conven- 
ient. why not keep up your code speed 
and be available to take a message if 
needed? 

Tey: 


erly Chon 3573 at 7700 p.m: 
EST, 20 wpm. 


DatveCN 013573! “at? 10700" ptm. 
BOD. lLeuwpm: 
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GoodMark, Inc., Raleigh, N.C. 27609 
A Division of General Mills. Inc. 


JANUARY 4, 1978 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS) 
was held in the West Community Room at Crabtree Valley Shopping Mall on 
Wednesday, January 4, 1978. The meeting was called to order by President 
Chuck Littlewood, K4HF. President Littlewood welcomed the visitors present 
and expressed his pleasure at the large number of members and visitors present. 
All those present introduced themselves and gave a brief comment on their 
particular interest in amateur radio. Sixty-two members and guests were present. 
President Littlewood made the following announcements. Persons paying 
their 1978 Club dues by the end of the February meeting will be eligible for a 
prize to be drawn at the March meeting. The Club Roster will be available at 
the February meeting for updating class, calls, addresses, phone numbers, etc. 
The Richmond Winterfest '78 will be held January 15, 1978 in Richmond, Virginia. 
"Judge" Godwin, WA4LZD (Spivey's Corner), Jean Adams, KAIAO, and Paul, WB4PZW, 
and Audrey, WB4ZSM, Brown were congratulated on their recent public relations 
venture for amateur radio. WA4LZD presented a program on amateur radio to the 
Dunn Kiwanis Club. A very interesting part of the program was the fact that 
K4IAO was with Agriculture Commissioner Jim Graham and WB4ZSM was with Secretary of 
State Thad Eure in Raleigh and contact was made with those attending the meeting 
in Dunn by Commissioner Graham and Secretary Eure on two meters. As a result, 
apparently everyone enjoyed the event and, more importantly, amateur radio is 
better understood and more appreciated in both Dunn and Raleigh. 
C. T. West, WD4HSI, requested that those present be reminded of the county-wide 
Blood Donor Day which will be held at the Dorton Arena, N. C. State Fairgrounds 


from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on January 18, 1978. 


well. 


Bert Bailey, W4FMN, reported that the Crabtree Christmas Message Project went 
The ARRL Simulated Emergency Test (SET) will be held on January 28 and 29. 


Bert asked for volunteers to man stations at the Civil Defense Center, at home and 


mobile units. 


Ham Cooper, WB4SZZ, announced that he had arrangements to purchase RG8 Coax cable 


at a reasonable price. Members interested were asked to see him at the break. 
Ed Alderman, WA4PEN, announced that the 220MHZ repeater (WR4BDU) is operating 
on 222.04 - 223.64 MHZ. All are welcomed and encouraged to use the machine. 


Herman Cone, WB4DBB, made some comments about 440 MHZ machines in the area. 


If you have an interest in 440, contact Herman. 


Coffee and doughnuts were served during the break, after which prizes for 
the evening were drawn. Dave Thomas K4SAN, won a 1978 Call Book, and Ben Caudill, 
WD4MKR, will be the guest writer for the February Newsletter. 

Following the break, a most interesting slide presentation on ''The First Thirty 


Years of Amateur Radio” was presented by Lynn Pendleton, K4NYV, and Joe Homovec, 


WAGENZ. 


The meeting was adjourned following the program. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Jim Peeler, WA4YOM 
Secretary of RARS 
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| COMPLETE NAPA LINE OF QUALITY AUTO- 
CAROLINA MOTOR STORES, INC. i ciive parts AND SUPPLIES. SUBSTANTIAL 
P. O. BOX 149 DISCOUNT TO HAMS AND AGENCY PERSON - 
FUL 
ELD, N. C. 7 NEL. SEND POSTCARD FOR COLOR 
De Aa eae el CATALOG OF PARTS, TOOLS, AND ACCESS- 
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ORIES --- MOTORCYCLE AND FOREIGN CARS 
INCLUDED, REGENCY LINE INCLUDING 
SCANNERS. 


Tell'em Bill, WB4AXH, sent you! ! 
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THIS PAGE WAS RESERVED FOR THE ARTICLE 


YOU WERE GOING TO WRITE. WITHOUT YOUR 


HELP, THE EDITOR WILL HAVE SOME 


EMPTY SPACE. WILL YOUR STORY BE 


IN THIS SPACE NEXT MONTH? 


LIGHTNING AND GROUNDING 


by 
Tom Moody, W4MGR 


We ground our antennas and towers hoping that lightning 
surges will be trapped before they enter the shack. This is 
well and good, but there is still another similar problem 
at the other end--abnormal lightning surges from the utility 
power service. 

We sometimes experience the loss of a light bulb, a 
water heater, or range element during a severe electrical 
storm. This can occur when abnormal high voltage lightning 
surges enter our household electrical system. When these 
surges come in::they are seeking te shortest path of least 
resistance to some grounded source. This path is often the 
one through our appliances and ham equipment. Electronic 
equipment seems to be easy prey because of small crowded 
circuits and close contacts. An effectively grounded: tower 
can attract these surges through our equipment should the 
electrical service system not be. properly bonded and” grounded. 

If one has a problem with high voltage surges, they 
might consider trying one of the devices on the market that 
is recommended to eliminate or at least reduce the possibility 
of the damages previously stated. We can call it a lightning 
arrester and cover all of its functions. 

There are several manufacturers of the device, but since 
there is access to a General Electric brand, that name plate 


data will be given: GE Model 9LI5 DC BO62 2 pole 3 wire 


175 V per bole for 120/240 service, It is called "The 
Protector, “tas a ten year guarentee, and is UL listed. 
The size is less than two inches in diameter by two inches 
long. It has instructions and mounting hardware and is 
recommended to prevent damage to non-electronic circuits. 
-Electronic circuits need additional protection. 

Remember that installing this type of equipment is a 
job for a qualified person in this field. One can get into 
big trouble if a phase to ground or a phase to phase contact 
occurs. We are not monkeying with a few milliamps in this 
case. The fault current can rise to thousands of ampears 
depending on the KVA rating of the supplying transformer. 

It is very important that our electrical service be 
properly and effectively grounded at all times In accordance 
with the National Electrical Code #70-1978@ Article 250 
covers the general requirements for grounding and bonding 
electrical installations. The code is sponsored by the 
National Fire Protection Association, 470 Atlantic Avenue, 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210 

"The Protector" can be installed at the electrical 
service entrance location, on the meter enclosure, or in the 
main distribution enclosure on the line “hot™ side of the 


main disconnecting device. 
Tom W4MGR 


N.C. Dept. of Insurance 
Engineering Division 
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February 1 


Regular RARS meeting. 


February 10 


Public Relations Night, North 
Hills Mall. 


February 15 


RARS Advisory Board meeting. 


a F 
FPF EVENTS 


February 17 
Public Relations Night, Crab- 
tree Valley Mall. 


Regular RARS meeting. 


RARS Hamfest, Crabtree Valley 


RARS meets each first Wednesday 


7:30 p.m. in the west community 


room of Crabtree Valley Mall 


RARS 2 METER FM NET— Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday Nights 
a 8:00 P.M. - 146.04/146.64 Repeater 
RARS 10 METER SSB NEI - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Nights 


7:00 P.M. - 28.540 MHz 
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